
1. ____________________ leads to ________________.
1. Revelation 3: 1-6 - 3 “And to the angel of the church in Sardis write, ‘These things says He who has the seven 

Spirits of God and the seven stars: “I know your works, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are 
dead. 2 Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die, for I have not found your 
works perfect before God. 3 Remember therefore how you have received and heard; hold fast and repent. 
Therefore if you will not watch, I will come upon you as a thief, and you will not know what hour I will come 
upon you. 4 You have a few names even in Sardis who have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk 
with Me in white, for they are worthy. 5 He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not 
blot out his name from the Book of Life; but I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels. 
6 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”’

2. The Church of Sardis
1. 500 years before John wrote this letter Sardis was one of the richest and most powerful cities in the world. 

1. Man named Croesus lived there and was consider the wealthiest man in the world. 
2. Coins were first minted in Sardis. 

2. Located about 50 miles east of Smyrna and thirty miles southeast of Thyatira.
3. Five main roads converged into the river valley, making the city a busy center of traffic and trade . 
4. It was a military center, because it was located on an almost inaccessible plateau and had only one narrow, 

winding, steep road of entry. 
5. The acropolis of Sardis rose straight up about 1,500 ft.
6. Important industries included jewelry, dye, and textiles. 
7. The main religion in the city was the worship of Artemis, one of the “nature cults” that built on the idea of 

death and rebirth.
3. William Barclay - a church "is in danger of death when it begins to worship its own past...when it is more 

concerned with forms than with life...when it loves status quo more than it loves Jesus Christ... when it is more 
concerned with material than spiritual things."

2. Replace __________________ with ______________________.
1. Revelation 3:2-3 - 2 Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die, for I have not 

found your works perfect before God. 3 Remember therefore how you have received and heard; hold fast and 
repent. Therefore if you will not watch, I will come upon you as a thief, and you will not know what hour I will 
come upon you. 

2. Ephesians 3:20-21 - 20 Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, 
according to the power that works in us, 21 to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, 
forever and ever. Amen.

3. Daniel 7:13-14 - 13 “I was watching in the night visions, And behold, One like the Son of Man, Coming with the 
clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days, And they brought Him near before Him. 14 Then to Him 
was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, That all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. His 
dominion is an everlasting dominion, Which shall not pass away, And His kingdom the one Which shall not be 
destroyed.

4. John 10:10 - 10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may  
have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.

5. 1 Thessalonians 5:2 - 2 For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the 
night.

6. 2 Peter 3:10 - 10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away 
with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will 
be burned up.

7. Matthew 24:44 - 44 Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.
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3. We must _________________ with ___________________.
1. Revelation 3:4-5 - 4 You have a few names even in Sardis who have not defiled their garments; and they shall 

walk with Me in white, for they are worthy. 5 He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will 
not blot out his name from the Book of Life; but I will confess his name before My Father and before His 
angels.

2. John 15:5 - 5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for 
without Me you can do nothing.

3. John 4:14 - 14 but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I shall 
give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life.”

4. Revelation 21:27 - 27 But there shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, or causes an abomination or a 
lie, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.

5. Luke 10:20 - 20 Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rather rejoice 
because your names are written in heaven.”

6. 1 Timothy 2:5 - 5 For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus,
7. John 14:6 - 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through Me.
8. Isaiah 1:15-16 - 15 When you spread out your hands,I will hide My eyes from you; Even though you make 

many prayers, I will not hear. Your hands are full of blood. 16 “Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; Put 
away the evil of your doings from before My eyes. Cease to do evil,

9. 1 John 1:9 - 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.

4. Are you ______________ or are you _______________?
1. Matthew 7:23 - 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice 

lawlessness!’
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